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“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” — Frederick Douglass
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MOVING TOWARD A DREAM

Every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, after a full
day’s work, Jimmy Neal shows up at the Literacy
Council to work a while longer. This additional work
is toward realizing one of his dreams - “to be able to
sit down and read a book, without any help”. This is
the fourth try for Jimmy; he made efforts to master
reading and writing skills in the past. But three years
ago he lost a job he had held for 25 years; and now
that loss seems a blessing. A blessing in that, first, it
caused him to reenter the literacy program with
determination to “go all the way” this time, and
second, it opened the opportunity for the better job he
now holds.

Susan  Fitzgerald, Jimmy’s tutor, has been
volunteering with the Literacy Council for eight
years. A native of South Dakota, Susan moved here
13 years ago from Raleigh. At first she and her
husband tutored inmates at the correctional facility, a
job she found rewarding, but also frustrating because
students left the program after a few months. When
the Council began using the Wilson Reading System,
a program designed especially for adults with
dyslexia, Susan and her husband took the training.
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Susan :;nd Jmmy

Susan is no doubt one reason Jimmy is determined
not to fail this time around. But it is also clear that he
has a great deal of internal drive. In addition to his
goal of reading a book unassisted, he has bigger
goals. He wants to get a commercial license to drive
big rigs. And, he wants to be able to write a book
about his life. With a grin and a chuckle he is eager
to tell you his experiences. For example, there is the
story of the especially frisky young horse, a cement
barn floor covered in sawdust, and Jimmy “skiing”
over the floor at the end of a rope attached to the colt.

And Now To Work

Both Susan and Jimmy are optimistic. Susan says that
Jimmy is tenacious and hardworking, always on time and
always in good spirits. Jimmy takes pride in the fact that
he sent out Christmas cards for the first time this past
December, and he beams with joy at the pride his niece has
taken in his accomplishments. (At the spelling bee this
spring, niece Scarlett Goodman, Captain of the winning
McNutt Service Group team, told the audience of her
uncle’s progress, and how proud she was of him.) In
talking with this student/ tutor pair one feels success in the
air.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING CHRISTMAS EVE?

THE RIGHT ANSWER IS: “WATCHING TV!”

Blue Ridge Literacy Council will be featured
in a nationally broadcast ABC/PGA special
to be aired on Christmas Eve.

We are one of five beneficiaries of PGA tournaments
around the country to get a chance to tell our story. On
June 29, the Literacy Council offices were transformed
into a bustling TV Studio as a crew from PGA Productions
filmed and interviewed students, volunteers and staff for
the national special. John Henry Swygert and Sandra
Reyes are the featured adult learners in the BRLC
segment. We are very proud to have this opportunity to
promote adult literacy around the nation.

At this writing, we do not know what time the special will
be broadcast, but, rest assured, you will be hearing more
from us about this.
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From The Director’s Desk

EACH ONE REACH ONE
A BRLC Tutor Recruitment Campaign

“Be the change you want to see in the world” Gandhi

Do you believe that all adults should be able to read? Do you believe
newcomers to our country should have the opportunity to learn to speak, read
and write the English language? If the answer is yes, we’re asking you to help
make this a reality for the residents of Henderson County by becoming a tutor or
recruiting a tutor (or both).

Right now BRLC has 83 adults waiting for a tutor. Some are Americans who
need help learning to read and write, even more are immigrants who need to
learn English. All are motivated and want to learn — and they want to start now!
But the Literacy Council doesn’t have tutors for them.

You can help! If you believe in providing an opportunity for adults to learn, we
are asking you to take action. If you can, become a tutor. If tutoring isn’t for
you or you’re already tutoring, talk to your relatives, friends, co-workers, church
and club members. Invite at least one person to attend a Literacy Council
Orientation to discover if this is a change they want to see.

Our next orientation will be held Monday evening, October 23 from 6:00 to
7:30. To refer someone to us, ask them to call and sign up for this orientation,
or be put on the list to be notified of upcoming 2007 orientations. Or, give us a
call with their name and phone number and we’ll be happy to contact them with
the information.

If you would like a member of our Speakers Bureau to talk to a large or small
group of your friends or associates about tutoring, give me a call to schedule it.

As always, I thank you for all you do,

Diane

I Would Like To:
O Learn more about volunteering.

O Make a tax-deductible contribution of (amount).
[1f not using a credit card omit the first two items below.]
Credit card type and number
Signature
Name:
Address:
City:
State: Zip:
Phone: (Home) (Work)

Please clip and return to: Blue Ridge Literacy Council, Inc.
P. O. Box 1728
Hendersonville, NC 28793

Matching Gifts
Many businesses will match the charitable donations of their employees and
retirees. G.E,. Pfizer, Wal-Mart, Sam’s and Bank of America are among those
who have matched gifts to the Literacy Council. If your company will match
your donation or make a donation based on your volunteer hours, please let us
know. Thank you.
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BRLC ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the BRLC opened on an
emotional high note. Executive Director Diane
Bowers spoke about outgoing president Bill Woerner.
Bill’s association with the council began when, after
a round of golf, he saw a note in the clubhouse from
one of the kitchen staff, asking if someone would
teach her English. Bill immediately went to the
kitchen, found the writer of the note, and said “I
will.”  From that point he went on to serve the
council in many ways and for the past 3 years has
been president of the Board. Bill will remain on the
Board, and BRLC will continue to profit from his
organizational and fund raising skills. Long time

Board member and previous Vice President, Dene
Hellman, is the council’s newly elected President.

Bill Woerner Dene Hellman

Terry Houck was elected to a three year term on the
Board of Directors. Terry is not new to the Board as
he has been serving a partial term created by the
resignation of a previous board member.
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Barbara Taylor receives Outstanding Student Award

After brief remarks from President Hellman, 11 of
the 24 BRLC students who had 100 or more hours of
instruction in the year came to receive their awards.

Then began the individual awards for the year.
Amanda Yendall, Program Director, introduced
Barbara Taylor who received the Chris Edwards
Outstanding Student Award. Amanda struggled to
remain dry-eyed as she told of Barbara’s remarkable
progress. Barbara came from level zero, but now she
loves to read so much that she will not pass a sign
without reading it - simply because she can. The
award was presented to Barbara by Chris Edwards.

Evelyn Bowman received the Outstanding Tutor Award

The G’Anne Sparks Outstanding Tutor Award went to
Evelyn Bowman. Evelyn, a long time tutor, was the first
to conduct an ESL Group. She currently tutors three one-
to-one students.

Lee Johnson is presented the Outstanding Volunteer Award

The Lisa Morrill Outstanding Volunteer Award was given
to Lee Johnson. Lee serves as a data base administrator.
But that’s just the “tip of the iceberg.” Lee is the “go to
guy”. He does it all, from tutoring to moving furniture.
He is recognized as being virtually irreplaceable.

The Extra Mile Award presented to G’ Anne Sparks

G’Anne Sparks received the Hugh Lowery Extra Mile
Award from Diane Bowers. G’Anne received the first
Outstanding Tutor Award. Clearly she has not rested on
her laurels. The Extra Mile Award recognizes her long
and continuing service to the council’s Learning
Disabilities Program.

Literacy For Life

page 3




Student Speaker John Henry Swygert

Student speakers at this year’s meeting were Rosa
Martha Paniagua, Barbara Taylor, and John Henry
Swygert. Rosa Martha, a native speaker of Spanish,
spoke of learning English. She has been so
successful that she is now a Head Start teacher.
Barbara spoke of the pure joy she feels that she can
now read. And, last but by no means least, John
Henry brought a tear to everyone’s eye as he spoke of
his gratitude to his tutor and the council at large.
Among other moving comments he remarked that at
age 59 he could finally write his mother a letter.

As the meeting concluded a board member
commented that tissues should have been made
available. And it was that sort of “lump in the throat”
meeting. All present were powerfully reminded that
the literacy council opens new worlds and changes
lives.

RECORDS FOR LEARNING
Two hundred and twenty-four of the 268§ BRLC
students who received instruction this year had
enough hours for us to conduct a follow up of their
progress. These 224 adult learners achieved a

whopping 4,104 literacy and life goals (an average of
over 18 per student).

A record ninety-three students (41.5%) advanced one
or more Federal Literacy Levels. This is a
remarkable achievement, especially in light of the
fact that a Federal Literacy level is the approximate
equivalent of two grade levels in reading!

Congratulations to all our learners and their tutors for
these remarkable achievements.

SEPTEMBER IS LITERACY MONTH

You can celebrate by checking out our great display
in the Hendersonville Library created by volunteer
Jack Williams in honor of Literacy Month and BRLC
tutors. It will give you lots of ideas to help you talk
to others about what a great volunteer job tutoring is!

STUDENT COMPOSITIONS
WHATILOVE

I love dreaming about my future, it is waiting for me.

I love asking this question to myself; who am I going to be?
I love remembering about my past, which I was.

I love thinking about this so I can find out who I am.

I love people who are dreaming, asking and remembering
all of this.

I love people who found out all this about themselves.

I love people, who recognize who they are inside,

I love knowing who I was, who I am, and I look forward to
who I am going to be.

Jorge Moreno

MY SON MICHAEL

My son Michael was the boy we were waiting for.
He was born on March 27, 2006

in Fletcher NC at Park Ridge Hospital.

We were very excited to have a son.

We already have two girls.

Cenorina, my wife, has two helpers.

Now I will have one.

The day Michael was born was a very hard day.
He came a day early, on moving day.

Michael was lucky.

He came straight to our new mobile home.

Jessica and Daisy, my daughters, fought over who got hold
the baby.

Michael likes to be held all of the time.

He refuses to drink his formula, unless it is very warm.

I want Michael to be a baseball player.

I will teach him to play. I also want him to be

an architect. I will support him and help him reach

his goals, whatever they are.

Angel Salas

BRLC OFFERS CITIZENSHIP CLASS

For years our one-to-one tutors have helped prepare their
students to become US Citizens. Now, for the first time,
we are bringing our small group concept to Citizenship.
BRLC began our first Citizenship Class on August 26.
Seven students are enrolled in the 12 week class which
focuses on U.S. history and civics and will prepare the
students with the oral and writing skills they need to pass
their test. Thanks to tutor Jean Terry who teaches the class
(while tutoring two other one-to-one students)!

Don Bailey, has been the volunteer Editor of Literacy
for Life since 2003. With this issue, Don is
“retiring”. The staff and Board of the Blue Ridge
Literacy Council extend their thanks to Don for doing
such a wonderful job with our newsletter and wish
him the best of luck in his future endeavors.
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Thank You to Our 2005/06 Donors
~ Gifts of $1000.00 and above ~

Anonymous Donor Selee Corporation

BMW Charity Pro-Am Golf Tournament Trinity Presbyterian Church
Edward Dieter United Way of Henderson Co.
Henderson County Wal-Mart of Hendersonville

~ Gifts of $500.00 to $999.00~

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bowman GE Foundation Matching Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pierce
Carolina First Gifts Program St. John in the Wilderness
Fazio Golf Course Design Kimberly-Clark Corporation Dr. and Mrs. John Williams

Linkous and Associates

~ Gifts of $100.00 to $499.00 ~

Bazzle & Carr, PA, Calvary Episcopal Church, Carolina Ophthalmology, Cason Companies, Inc., Cummings Memorial UMC,
Department of Social Services, First Citizens Bank, First United Methodist Church Missions Committee, HomeTrust Bank,
Kenmure Properties, Kiwanis Club of Hendersonville, Inc., Mac Easler Ford, Macon Bank, McNutt Service Group, Inc., Neal
Hanks, Sr. Memorial Fund, Norm’s Minit Mart, Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program, Sam’s Club Foundation, St. John
in the Wilderness Men’s Club, State Farm Insurance, Triangle Stop Food Stores, Wal-Mart Foundation, Robert Anderson,
Lois Baumann, Jay Behrens, Diane Bowers, Cindy Bowers, Mr. & Mrs. John Bradke, Archer Browning, Jim Bryson, Ronald
Buono, Gene Carman, Margaret Caughman, George Clement, Ted Connors, John Crawford, Mr. & Mrs. Tom DeMartini,
Betty Ann Dickinson, Rosella Dieter, Dick Dodge, Barbara Fattig, Steven Fee, Nicholas Feuerbacher, Andy Gyuro, Dene
Hellman, Barbara Hodik, Brett James, Tom Johnson, Paul Ketchum, Mr. & Mrs. BJ Klein, Mr. & Mrs. Eric Koopmann, Tim
Kriegel, Ramsay Lawson, Virginia Lowry, Lora Lytle, Carel Lytle-James, Mr. & Mrs. Norm Makowski, Marlene Martin,
Dona Mennella, Betty Jane Miller, Hans and Margo Nagel, Stewart Nelson, Mr. & Mrs. Carl Niemack, Robert Ogden, Bob
Ohle, Ethel Rehder, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Reid, Helen Reilly, Chuck Riecker, Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Rodgers, Carin Rupp, Gerald
Rutherford, Mr. & Mrs. Adam Shealy, Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Sierk, Lee Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Dan Stehle, Mr. & Mrs. Jack
Swanson, Sharon Tirrell, William Waggoner, Nick Weedman, Beth Wesson, Roxana White, Marguerite Wilson, Eleanor
Wilson, Gene Witherspoon, Ruth Wodock, Mr. & Mrs. Bill Woerner, Tim Yocum, Suk Yu

~ Gifts of $5.00 to $99.00 ~

Cardinal Care Center, Carland & Anderson, Inc., Egolf Motors, Inc., First United Meth. Church, Henderson County Democratic Party, Mill
House Lodge, RE/MAX Four Seasons, William Alexander, John Almert, David Amsler, Patti Angrisani, Gerry Ashbeck, Bobbie Auld, John
Bahnak, Don Bailey, Bill Baker, Harriet Ball, Robert Baker, Jane Barr, Hal Beam, Tom Beckett, Gloria Bedok, Warner Behley, Arthur Bender,
Bruce Bente, Dennis Berman, Marsh Blunt, Victor Bogo, Lillis Brackett, Rusty Breeding, Susan Brown, Nancy Bulow, Elizabeth Burch, Frank
Byrd, Suzy Camp-Goodman, Madelyn Campbell, Nelson Chandler, David Chapin, Carl Christiansen, Betty Cline, Charles Collins, Albert
Conversano, Carol Corpany, Helen Crawford, Leo Czajkowski, Robert Darling, Doug Davidson, Ron Davis, Tom Davis, William DeJonge,
Dennis Delahunty, Robert Demartini, Richard Deneke, Ray DeYoung, Brian Dillon, Sylvia Dobbins, Paul Donahue, Len Dykstra, Oma Edney,
Jan Egolf, Chuck Elston, Harold Engleman, Doris Erickson, Lucy Ertenberg, Catherine Etterman, David Farnsworth, Joan Ferguson, Edith
Fleischmann, Barbara Frazier, Doug Freeman, Dinah Fruth, Charles Furlow, Pete Garfield, AnneMarie Garry, Russell Gibbs, Gerri Gilmour,
Scarlett Goodman, LaDonna Gosnell, Jean Gower, Carol Green, Bill Gregory, Kathy Guerard, Jan Guess, Clem Gunn, George Halsey, Donald
Hambly, MaryLouise Hannigan, Ed Hartke, Margaret Hausladen, James Heidebrecht, Maria Hetzel, Walter Hoeppner, Steve Hoffman, Myrl Jean
Hughes, Agnes Hughes, Pat Humbertson, Barbie Hunter, Barbara Jackman, Dolores Jackson, Dick Jackson, Jan Jarrell, Carl Johnson, Marcia
Johnson, George Jollie, Paul Jones, Sudesh Kannan, Richard Kauffold, Robert Kaufl, Phil King, Wendy Kotowski, Charles Kuykendall, Kenneth
Landriau, John Lapham, Dina Larsen, Anne Laubengeiger, Carolyn Lawton, Pat Lee, Helen Lowry, Daniel Mannix, Suzanne Mansfield, Vic
Mansfield, Bruce Martin, Betty Martinez, JR Mason, David Mason, Joyce McCall, Jack McCarthy, Mary Jane McDonnell, John McFadden, Jim
Meersman, Ro Metcalf, Rick Miller, James Mills, Maureen Mohrman, Larry Moon, Tom Morgan, Bill Muller, Lynn Munroe, JoAnne Murphy,
Val Murtha, Don Musser, Mike Mynatt, Gordon Neal, Rob Newcomer, Mr. & Mrs. Daivid Nichols, Helen Oliver, JoAnn Osborne, Thomas
Parks, Nancy Pew, Cal Phipps, John Porter, Lucy Purkey, Bob Reamy, Winthrop Reed, Mike Renn, Irene Robertson, John Rorich, Diane
Rosborough, Richard Rusch, Marguerite Salerno, Ruth Sampson, Betty Sanders, Edward Sanson, Judith Santiago, Everett Sauer, Dorothy Schorr,
Daniel Schroer, Mary Siedow, Lucy Sitton, Bill Skelton, John Smart, Rosemary Smith, Sogi Soder, Annette Somerford, Ray Spall, Ed Spivey,
Charles Springer, Laura Stallard, Ken Sugawara, Mr. & Mrs. Walter Taylor, Jean Terry, Margaret Thomas, Bill Thomas, Mr. & Mrs. Jack
Timberlake, Charles Town, Marybelle Turner, Louise Unrath, Jan VanEss, Patricia Vossler, Steve Walden, Bob Walker, Beverly Ward, Rita
Wax, Richard Weaver, George Wells, Mr. & Mrs. Bob Wendell, Marilyn Westphal, Doris Williams, Anne Worrell, Thomas Wright, Mr. & Mrs.
Aaron Yendall
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Thank You To Our 2005-2006 Volunteers

~ Volunteers who have donated 100 hours or more are indicated by an * ~

Carolyn Alperin, Ronald Anderson, *Karen Ashby, Barbara Auld, Don Bailey, John Baker, David Bass, *Rosalind Bauer, *Cindy Beane,
*Theresa Beck, Jay Behrens, Ed Bell, Arthur Bender, Bruce Bente, *Linda Benton, Viola Blount, Marsh Blunt, *Victor Bogo, Nancy Bohan,
*Dorothy Bottjer, *Evelyn Bowman, Sharon Boyd, Lillis Brackett, *Rusty Bradke, *Rusty Breeding, Brent Brown, Carol Brown, Archer
Browning, *Jim Bryson, Nancy Bulow, Michele Burnette, *Linda Burright, Juanita Butcher, Rosemarie Caldwell, *Suzy Camp-Goodman, *Gene
Carman, Dianna Carson, *Margaret Caughman, Kendra Coker, Dianne Coleman, *Ted Connors, Connie Conway, Bitten Cook, Alice Crisp,
Donna Davis, Jane DeMartini, Ed Dieter, Sylvia Dobbins, Dave Doidge, *Linda Dresback, Mary Dufner, Jan Egolf, Barbara Elmore, Chuck
Elston, *Debbie Elyea, Diane Emon, David Farnsworth, Mary Farnsworth, *Steven Fee, Angela Fernandini, George Fetherolf, *Tom Fey,
*Ginger Fisher, Jack Fitzgerald, *Susan Fitzgerald, *Barbara Frazier, Joyce Galloway, James Gibbs, P.J. Giese, Elaine Goad, *Art Goebel, Paul
Gold, Don Goodman, Marian Gowan, Claire Graves, Kathy Guerard, Jan Guess, *Andrew Gyuro, Mary Louise Hannigan, Pierre Hart, *Polly
Heaton, Dene Hellman, Sandra Hendley, Rosalba Hernandez Garcia, Jana Hester, Maria Hetzel, *Sue Hewlette, *Barbara Hodik, Terry Houck,
*Patricia Hudson, Pat Humbertson, *Hans Iwen, Barbara Jackman, Betty Lou Jamieson, *Barbara Johanson, Barbara Johnson, Barbara S.
Johnson, *Carl Johnson, Kelly Johnson, *Lee Johnson, Tom Johnson, Charles Joyner, Robert Kaufl, Jackie Keele, OB Kelley, Marie Kern, Pat
Keyse, Kenneth Kilgore, Phyllis Kirkman, B J Klein, Stephen Klein, Marion Knybel, *Belle Koester, Wendy Kotowski, Earl Kratzer, *Don
Krichbaum, Tim Kriegel, Anita Krzywicki, Barbara Kurdelmeier, Juanita Lambert, *Peter Landry, *Anne Laubengeiger, *Ramsay Lawson,
Carolyn Lawton, Ann Lazarus, Marilyn Leighton, *Stan Leon, George Libby, Jack Luebbe, Lee Luebbe, *Lora Lytle, *Mary Ellen Makowski,
*Norman Makowski, Arnoldo Marquez, Marlene Martin, *Vic McAnallen, *Joyce McCall, Curtis McCarley, Jack McCarthy, Andrea McCoy,
Denise McCoy, *Mary Jane McDonnell, *Betty McMillan, Marilyn McNichol, Kathaleen McWilliams, Juana Mendoza, Jeanne Merola, Bob
Metcalf, *Ro Metcalf, Rebecca Mitchell, Kimberly Moore, *Lisa Morrill, Mark Morse, *Louisa Murray, *Kay Nelson, Joan Newberg, James
Newman, Barbara Nicholls, David Nichols, Nancy Nichols, *Cloey Niemack, *Jan Nolan, Miguel Nolasco, Richard Olfert, Nancy Olmsted, Lana
Pace, *Shera Peace, Anita Penner, *Howard Perley, Betty Pett, Wayne Pett, Nancy Pew, John Piowaty, *Linda Pollard, Ilah Porterfield,
*Katherine Price, Lucy Prim, Donald Ray, *Winthrop Reed, *Ethel Rehder, Louise Reid, *Glenn Rodgers, *Kathryn Rodgers, Susana Rosales,
*Diane Rosborough, *Joyce Roth, *Carin Rupp, Philip Ryan, Ken Schmoll, *Sandy Sessoms, Larry Sewall, ¥*Laura Sexton, Ann-Marie Sharrits,
Ken Shearer, Dottie Sheehan, Carolyn Sierk, *Herbert Sierk, *Richard Simmers, Lee Smith, Martha Smith, *Penney Smith, *Shirley Smith,
*Steve Smith, Susan Smith, *G'Anne Sparks, Laura Stallard, *John Staversky, Judy Stewart, *Helen Struve, Mary Jane Swanson, Joe Taylor,
*Jean Terry, Bill Thieke, Yolanda Tierson, *Phoebe Timberlake, *Sharon Tirrell, *Carroll Toole, Catherine Tupper-Faires, Ralph Tyree, *Jean
Van Fleet, Adan Villa, *Gloria Wagner, *Diana Walgreen, Bob Walker, Bob Wendell, *Roberta Wessells, Beth Wesson, Tami Wheeler, James
White, *Roxana White, *Dwight Whitlock, Joyce Wiley, *Jack Williams, Yvonne Williams, Jerry Wilson, *Helen Witthoft, *Bill Woerner,
*Barbara Wynn, Florence Younkin



